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Continuation of participation factor for voluntary disaster activity

Kazue SAWAMI

Tsukuba International University

Summary
Background: Since the unprecedented great earthquake disaster in March 2011, students
continue voluntary revitalization activities. Although the contribution of volunteers to the stricken
area has been considerable, the strategy for continued voluntary efforts should be studied.
Purpose: The continuation factors for voluntary activities were extracted to clarify the structure for
continued participation.
Materials and Methods: The target group included 29 university students who participated
voluntarily in earthquake disaster support activities. The factors for continued participation by
students in voluntary activities were analyzed using the Pearson product-moment correlation
coefficient. The factors for continued participation were extracted and included in the Structural
Equation Model.
Results: Factors for continuation of activity were primarily emotional motives, such as zeal, a
sense of mission, or friendship. As shown in the Structural Equation Model, these motives were
mutually influential, resulting in continuity. Above all, the factors indicating that “It can perform
despite students” and that there was evidence of “Intention to confirm a recovery process” directly
influenced continued participation (Path coefficient > 0.8).
Conclusion: Continuation of a voluntary activity is meaningful because of leading to the
development of voluntary activity persons' civic activities other than the development of the area
that receives service. It is suggested by having extracted the continuation factors of the voluntary
activity that raising these intentionally results in continuation of activity.

Key words: voluntary, participation, continuation, motives, Structural Equation Model
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